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earth, caused us not to be in great haste about invit-
ing him to Baptism. He had shown us some traits
that had caused us to distrust him, and to fear that
there was considerable self-interest in his conduct.
I do not know whether we informed your Reverence
of it last year, among other things, but one of his acts
was quite ridiculous. After having attended some
of the Catechisms, where the Father Superior had
spoken at length against their Superstitions, and
where he himself had applauded all that was said,
he fell sick, though not seriously; and for two or
three consecutive days the game of dish® was played
in his cabin,— probably by order of the doctor, or in
consequence of some dream. This is one of the ex-
cellent remedies they have. At the end of seven or
eight days, when he had entirely recovered his
health, it seemed that he was rather ashamed to show
himself. Nevertheless, having encountered the Fa-
ther Superior, he told him he had something to com-
municate to him, and that he would like to come and
pass the night with us. He [236] had no sooner
entered than he told us that he had sinned. Behold
us very glad to see him at least recognize his fault;
and at once we supposed that he was about to accuse
himself of having violated what the Father had taught
them. But when he came to explain himself, it was
found that this sin was that some one had stolen his
cap; it is very probable that the motive of this con-
fession was his hope that, for a penance, he would
be given another one. The Father addressed him,
saying that the thief had sinned, and not he; and
that, as for him, if he had sinned, it was in having
the dish game played for his recovery. To this he
did not lack an answer,— asserting that what he had



